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Climate Change Campaign for Caring Community
Awareness meeting:


The climate change awareness campaign conducted in Municipal Conference hall of Nirmal town by inviting Municipal Chair-person Mrs. Appala Anuradha as key note speaker on 5th March 2010. This date added extra value for the workshop because it was conducted just one day before of International women’s Day, though it is delayed the true essence of the workshop experienced that is women role in environment protection shared by speakers.
The meeting hall was empty in the beginning in spite of taking all precautions to avoid poor attendance. Gradually some farmers and invites are started attending the workshop but the number was very low due to telangana agitation.[image: image4.jpg]


 Then immediately we organized some school children (VIII, IX slandered), department staff and made it success through showing a film on climate Change.
 Mrs. A. Anuradha, Municipal Chair-person stated, that she is committed to promote environment awareness and conduct classes to their staff during monthly review meeting. Also she promised to take up plantation at schools and public places with multiple species by raising nurseries on their own. She promised to supply seedling from various nurseries from the Social Forestry Department. In this context, a message given to the public to reduce the plastic usage which is causing number of health and environmental problems. 
She proposed SHG groups shall be trained are organized awareness generation meetings through campaign by displaying posters. Reduction of plastics usage to keep environment clean. Some of these assurances are made on behalf of her position.
While talking about climate change M. Ravi Kumar ( Resource Person ), Asst. Project Director Andhra Pradesh Community Based Tank Management Project Adilabad, the greenery is disappearing from our surroundings very rapidly, which impact on not only livelihoods of rural community but also aggravating the problem of  global warming and climate change. If we become spectators of this destruction we are all responsible and culprits for this situation.
 Therefore, he requested the entire participant to take necessary action to mitigate the problem in their reach what they can do. He volunteered to conduct and attend such meetings and educate grass-root people in the village on some of these issues.
Mr. Poshetty, who is a social worker and councilor as well, expressed his willing ness to help in construction of low cost and eco-friendly community toilets which are creating number problems to environment and increasing the CO2. In this context he would like to propagate about organic manures and since numbers of alternative agriculture methods are available it is easy to practice.
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In the end of workshop Mr. Narsanna Koppula Chief Functionary Aranya gave his message that we have to change ourselves first by addressing some of the climate change issues like growing healthy food through organic methods. Need not talk much about which can not be solved and not in our hands, but there are many things that would not require any efforts to put in to practice. He told don’t try to create new things only you can try to preserve and conserve the existing resources. He inspired the participants by telling short stories about environment and practical things that we do every day. Also, he shared his COP 15 Copenhagen experiences and lessons that learnt from different parts of the world. He says that our actions may be small but in most of the cases the small interventions make big difference or macro impact in long run, such as saving water, paper, energy and encouraging others to adopt R4(Reduce, Recycle, Reuse and Refuse) method and do F4 (Food, Fuel, Fodder and Fruit) in agriculture. 

The inter-facing and direct interaction with children was very useful others to understand what does the meaning of climate change and what should be our actions in future. It is not meant for regain that we lost already, but only we can mitigate further destruction and depletion of Natural resources by plantations and adopting eco-friendly practices. He said work with nature not against that would be the only way if we want to live on this planet Earth. 

While concluding the workshop, he informed that as part of this program there would be a mass planting on 7th March in a tiny tribal village- Adavisarangapur, whoever is interested they can join this event then we called it a day by serving tea-snacks to the participants.

Action Component:  Tree Plantation at Adivi Sarangapoor- Khanapoor mandal
Venue: Adivi Sarangapoor
 Activities: Awareness meeting, Demonstration of pit digging, plantation, mulching and watering
Participants: Men& Women farmers 

A small meeting was organized in the village, had small discussion on desertification of forest and impacts on the livelihoods. While discussing about issues that are related to food and environment, one of the issues came up that they are all buying vegetables from market against growing them at houses without using any synthetic fertilizers. It was agreed by all members, they should not buy vegetables from local shandy. On this occasion they took oath not to buy from market and grow on their own lands hereafter.  
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Tree planting has taken up as action component the program. This event took place in a remote village where entire community participated in planting. The orientation meeting went up to 12 noon. Later on demonstration conducted on planting methods and techniques. During this time it was explained the importance of trees in farm-lands to maintain the ecological balance in the agriculture by introducing fruit and manure plants. Perennial tree species based farming is one the strategy to absorbed carbon through green plant to fix nitrogen in to the soil. This is of the method to mitigate climate change impacts.
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About 100 women and men participated in the plantation program, on the occasions of International Women’s Day, it was also explained how women are contributing to the nature by working closely with nature in many activates. Some of the women shared their experiences in protection of forest, water, rain fall and environment. How these are effecting on health and agriculture. They are not only house managers but also environment managers in contest of their actions towards safe world by adopting non consumerist methods.

As part of climate change strategy field demonstration was conducted on organic manure instead of chemical powder/fertilizers and pits filled with organic waste instead of bur ning it and polluting the air. This is how we tried to explain CO2 and how it will influence other life-forms etc. Participants have taken up the plantation of Mango, Amla and Glyricidia seedling about 200 hundred after demo. 

The tribal women are playing vital role in protecting the environment issues took an active role watering, mulching and manuring during hot seasons. The plantation activity not advisable in the month of March, but we thought that it would be the appropriate activity for the theme. We are confident to save plants where some water source available of nearby open well. The community cooked collectively local dish in the field itself and had in leaf plates like lunch and put back them to compost.
Conclusion:

 The feedback was that they expected some new  technology like fertilizers and pesticides usage etc, but these materials are locally available and confident to carry out such activities in future without any external help. 
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