Adult Curriculum for Abriendo Mentes
Chapter 1.
At the beginning of Chapter 1 there is a sub-section called: Question Practice for 1st Chapter.  It contains worksheets for practicing how to ask certain questions.  By the end of Chapter 1 students should be able to form and respond to yes/no question with be.  Students should also be able to form general questions with “to be” (ex. Where are you from?).
2nd subsection: Getting to know each other – basic questions and greetings
It’s important for students to get comfortable speaking conversational English from the very beginning of class.  It is good for students to at least be able to ask general questions like what is your name?  Where are you from?  Where do you live?  It’s not necessary to go through forming questions with “to do” just yet, though.  Just introduce some basic questions and practice these dialogues.  Partner work will be very useful.  This is good to do at the beginning so that students in the class get to know each other quickly, and become comfortable speaking English to each other.
In this section going over the alphabet would be good so that students know how to spell their names.  You can tie this into students having to fill out forms.
3rd subsection: Conjugating regular verbs in the present tense – finish this subsection with the exercise that has avdverbs of frequency because it makes for a nice transition between this subsection and the next one.
By the end of this subsection students will be able to write and speak sentences in English.  They will learn a lot of new verbs and put them into context by writing their schedules.  It would be good to go over the days of the week in this subsection since one of the main activities of this subsection will be writing out schedules.
Besides knowing how to conjugate regular verbs, students will also learn how to conjugate some common irregular verbs like: “to be,” “to go,” “to do,” and “to have.”
4th subsection: Adverbs of Frequency
By the end of the previous subsection students will be able to write out their schedules, so next they will learn adverbs of frequency to be able to differentiate between activities that they always do vs. never do.  
5th subsection: Introduce the verb “To be” – conjugation of the verb, how it is used with nouns and states of being.  This is where you can go more in-depth on asking questions with “to be.”
6th subsection (optional): Important conversations in the present tense in order to teach the following phrases – there are/there isn’t, too much/too little, more/few.  This section would be especially relevant for learners who work in restaurants or who like to go to restaurants where English spoken.
Chapter 2.
By the end of this chapter learners should be able to form and respond to questions with “to be” and “to do.” The first sub-section includes worksheets that can be used to practice forming and responding to these questions.  Learners will also be able to ask descriptive questions, like with “how.”  
2nd subsection: Using “to be” with nouns (a/an)
Students will have already practiced this a bit in the 1st chapter, but this chapter is more dedicated to how to use “to be” in context.  In this subsection students will learn when to use the indefinite articles and when not to, so the plural form of nouns has to be introduced in this chapter as well.  Professions and family words will be introduced as well.  Practicing yes/no questions with “to be” would be good to do in this subsection.  It’s important to go over possessive pronouns in this subsection, especially with family.
3rd subsection: Descriptive Adjectives
In this subsection students will learn adjectives and how to use them.  Will learn how to express how they feel, as well as how others feel.  They will learn how to describe people.  In this subsection it’s good to practice questions that start with “how” and “what” (examples: How do you feel? And What does he look like?)
4th subsection: Comparative Adjectives and Getting more Specific
This section is like a continuation of the 3rd subsection just that students will be able to get more specific in their descriptions.  They will learn the comparative form of adjectives.  They will also learn how to use adverbs since they already will know quite a few verbs.
Will also learn the words some, all, or none and this/these.
5th subsection: “to feel” vs. “to have”
It’s important for students to be able to differentiate between “ to feel” and “to have.”  The students will already have been exposed a lot to “to feel” because of the emotions that they learned in the 3rd subsection, but “to have” will be relatively new.  Once students learn “to have” they will be able to talk more about themselves as well as others.  This is a good place to practice forming and responding to question with “to do.”
6th subsection: Likes/Dislikes, Want/Need
Now that students can describe who people are, how they look, how they feel, and what they have in this subsection they will learn how to ask people about what they like and don’t like to do.  First, students should practice likes and dislikes, and then it’s good to introduce wants and needs as well because these are important for students to know so that if they want or need something they will know how to ask for it.
7th subsection: Telling a story – now that we know how to describe using adjectives, explain likes and dislikes, and use present tense we’re ready for more complex dialogs, as well as writing and telling stories.
In this subsection we’ll put what we’ve learned so far together in the form of complex sentences and stories.
Chapter 3.
1st subsection: Practice asking questions
By the end of this chapter students will be able to form and respond to questions using the present progressive.  They will be able to differentiate between questions asked in the present and the present progressive as well.  It’s also a good chapter to practice the previous question forms that the students have learned so far.
2nd subsection: “To be” with location and using prepositions.
Students will learn essential prepositions, especially when to use in, on, and at.  This is the first subsection of this chapter because it is important to know these prepositions in order to differentiate between present and present progressive.  As well as the present progressive in the future.  The subsection starts off by teaching students some prepositions and how to use them with “to be” in context and ends with using present progressive with location.
3rd subsection: Present Progressive.
This subsection focuses on how to form the present progressive/when to use it.  More verbs can be introduced in this subsection as well.
4th subsection: The difference between simple present and present progressive.
It’s always hard to know when to use simple present and present progressive.  It’s very hard for students to understand so that is why it’s important to introduce these two tenses separately before, and to have practiced using them a lot in context so that when you get to this subsection they already have an idea of when and when not to use these two tenses.
5th subsection: Near future with “going to” and “will”
The students should have already been exposed to these two forms a bit like when practicing the date, but now you need to explicitly teach them.  Start with “going to” and then go to “will”.  Make sure students understand the difference between “going to” and “will.”  You can introduce objective pronouns in this subsection.
Chapter 4.
1st subsection: Question Practice
At the end of this chapter students should be able to form and respond to questions in the past tense.  They should also be able to differentiate between questions in the present, present progressive, and past.  Is a good time to really reinforce using “to do” and “to be” in question form.
2nd subsection: Past Tense
Past tense can be difficult for students so it’s good if students already know how to conjugate “to be” in the past tense before this chapter so that by the time they get to this chapter they’re at least already familiar with it.  In this subsection students will learn how to conjugate regular verbs in the past tense.  Is also a good place to continue practicing objective pronouns.  Is good to introduce the phrase “used to” as well.
3rd subsection: Past vs. Present and Past vs. Future
Now it’s time to practice all the tenses we’ve learned up until now, and learn when to use each one.
Chapter 5.
1st subsection: Present Perfect
Learn the present perfect, learn how to ask question in the present perfect, and use it in context.  
2nd subsection: Past Perfect
Learn the past perfect, as well as expressions like “Should have” and “Could have.”


