Africa
Africa, Africas

A 3-part film series by Agnes Ndibi, Maji-da Abdi and Fanta Regina Nacro

Cameroon/Ethiopia/Burkina Faso, 2001, 62 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD, Subtitled

A rare collection from the emerging voices of African documentary filmmaking, this unique series daringly explores the social and cultural realities experienced in Africa today – including the infiltration of Western beauty standards, territorial displacement and high unemployment.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W02769
Courting Justice

A film created by Ruth Cowan, Directed by Jane Thandi Lipman

South Africa, 2008, 54 minutes, Color, DVD, English
From tyranny to democracy. Fourteen years after the defeat of apartheid, South Africa’s fledgling democracy is acclaimed for its constitutional promise of comprehensive human rights and unprecedented judicial reform. But what is essential for transformation to succeed?

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W09955
Rough Aunties

A film by Kim Longinotto

UK/South Africa, 2008, 103 minutes, Color, DVD, English
Fearless, feisty and resolute, the “Rough Aunties” are a remarkable group of women unwavering in their stand to protect and care for the abused, neglected and forgotten children of Durban, South Africa. This documentary by internationally acclaimed director Kim Longinotto (SISTERS IN LAW, DIVORCE IRANIAN STYLE) follows the outspoken, multiracial cadre of Thuli, Mildred, Sdudla, Eureka and Jackie, as they wage a daily battle against systemic apathy, corruption, and greed to help the most vulnerable and disenfranchised of their communities.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W09960

Forsaken Cries: The Story of Rwanda
A Film by Curt Goering

35 minutes, Comes with 100 page study guide
In 1994, close to one million people were killed in a planned and systematic genocide in the African country of Rwanda, the largest systematic murder of a single race since the Holocaust. How did this carnage occur when the world declared after WWII that it would never tolerate such mass murder again? Who was responsible? Why did the international community fail to respond? This sensitively filmed documentary attempts to answer these questions.

Available from The Video Project at $125.00; Item # 469
Mugabe and the White African
A film by Lucy Bailey and Andrew Thompson

2009, 90 minutes, DVD
Michael Campbell is one of the few hundred white farmers left in Zimbabwe since President Robert Mugabe began his violent 'Land Reform' program in 2000. Since then the country has descended into chaos. In 2008 Mike took the unprecedented step of challenging President Robert Mugabe in an International Court; accusing Robert Mugabe and his government of racial discrimination and violations of basic human rights. What follows is an intimate, moving and often terrifying account of one man and his family’s extraordinary courage in the face of overwhelming injustice and brutality.

Available for purchase from distribution company Dogwoof at www.dogwoof.com 

Immigration
Maid in America

A film by Anayansi Prado, Produced by Kevin Leadingham

2004, 57 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD, Subtitled (Spanish)

They clean other people’s homes and raise other families’ children—often leaving their own families behind. MAID IN AMERICA is an intimate look into the lives of three Latina immigrants working as nannies and housekeepers in Los Angeles, three of the nearly 100,000 domestic workers living in that city today. Judith hasn’t seen her four daughters for the two years since she left Guatemala, but hopes to give them a better future by sending half her income back home. Telma, from El Salvador, has cared for the now six-year-old Mickey since he was a baby, essentially becoming his “mom” so his mother can keep her career on track. Eva, one of the thousands of college-educated immigrants who have fled Mexico’s unstable economy, is attending night school to improve her skills, and views housekeeping as a necessary transition.
Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W05875
Which Way Home
A film by Rebecca Cammisa, A Mr. Mudd Production
2009, 90 minutes, Color, DVD, 2010 Oscar-Nominated

As the United States continues to build a wall between itself and Mexico, Which Way Home shows the personal side of immigration through the eyes of children who face harrowing dangers with enormous courage and resourcefulness as they endeavor to make it to the United States.
Purchase available from film’s website: http://www.whichwayhome.net/ for $29.95
Labor
Everyone Their Grain of Sand

A film by Beth Bird

2005, 87 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD, Subtitled (Spanish)

This award-winning documentary reveals the struggles of the citizens of Maclovio Rojas in Tijuana, Mexico as they battle the state government’s attempts to evict them from their homes to make way for multi-national corporations seeking cheap land and labor. Filmmaker Beth Bird followed the fiercely determined residents for three years as they persistently petitioned the state for basic services like running water, electricity and pay for their teachers, only to be met with bureaucratic stonewalling. Eventually, several community leaders are targeted for persecution, and one is arrested while others are forced into hiding.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W06898
The Price of Sugar
A film by Bill Haney

2007, DVD, 90 minutes, English/Spanish
In the Dominican Republic, a tropical island-nation, tourists flock to pristine beaches unaware that a few miles away thousands of dispossessed Haitians have toiled under armed-guard on plantations harvesting sugarcane, much of which ends up in U.S. kitchens. They work grueling hours and frequently lack decent housing, clean water, electricity, education or healthcare. Narrated by Paul Newman, "The Price of Sugar" follows Father Christopher Hartley, a charismatic Spanish priest, as he organizes some of this hemisphere's poorest people to fight for their basic human rights. This film raises key questions about where the products we consume originate and at what human cost they are produced.
Available at film’s website: http://www.thepriceofsugar.com/screenings.shtml at $75 for public schools
Women’s Issues:

Afghanistan Unveiled

A film by Brigitte Brault & Aina Women Filming Group

Afghanistan, 2003, 52 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD, French, Subtitled

Filmed by the first ever team of women video journalists trained in Afghanistan, this rare and uncompromising film explores the effects of the Taliban’s repressive rule and recent U.S.-sponsored bombing campaign on Afghani women. None of the fourteen journalist trainees had ever traveled outside Kabul. Except for one, none had been able to study or pursue careers while the Taliban controlled their country.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W04840
Africa Rising: The Grassroots Movement to End Female Genital Mutilation

A film by Paula Heredia, Produced by Equality Now

Kenya/Mali/Somalia/Tanzania, 2009, 62 minutes, Color, DVD, English/French/Somali/Swahili

Every day, 6,000 girls from the Horn of Africa to sub-Saharan nations are subjected to female genital mutilation (FGM). With fierce determination and deep love for their communities, brave African activists are leading a formidable, fearless grassroots movement to end 5,000 years of FGM. An insightful look at the frontlines of a quiet revolution taking the continent by storm, this extraordinarily powerful film is one of the first to focus on African solutions to FGM.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W09980
Anna from Benin

A film by Monique Mbeka Phoba

Germany/Benin, 2000, 45 minutes, Color, VHS, Subtitled
ANNA FROM BENIN is an extraordinary portrait of an extraordinary 17th year old. Anna is one of 31 children that her father has had with his 5 wives. As the star of her family’s orchestra, the Tek Stars, she went to study in France on scholarship – a rare event in Central Africa, where most girls don’t get the opportunity to get an education. As a result the entire countries hopes are pinned on her success. This beautiful documentary focuses on Anna’s struggles as an independent teenager with a domineering father in Central Africa and as an African teenager in France without the protection of her siblings and her five mothers. Congolese filmmaker, Monique Phoba’s portrait allows us a rare view of the lives of girls in Africa at the beginning of a new century.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W01736
The Day I Will Never Forget

A film by Kim Longinotto

England, 2002, 92 minutes, Color, 35mm/DVD

THE DAY I WILL NEVER FORGET is a gripping feature documentary by acclaimed filmmaker Kim Longinotto that examines the practice of female genital mutilation in Kenya and the pioneering African women who are bravely reversing the tradition. In this epic work, women speak candidly about the practice and explain its cultural significance within Kenyan society. From gripping testimonials by young women who share the painful aftermath of their trauma to interviews with elderly matriarchs who stubbornly stand behind the practice, Longinotto paints a complex portrait of the current polemics and conflicts that have allowed this procedure to exist well into modern times.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W03808
God Sleeps in Rwanda

A film by Kimberlee Acquaro and Stacy Sherman, Narrated by Rosario Dawson

Rwanda/US, 2004, 28 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD, Kinyarwanda, Subtitled

Uncovering amazing stories of hope in the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, Academy Award-Nominee GOD SLEEPS IN RWANDA captures the spirit of five courageous women as they rebuild their lives, redefine women’s roles in Rwandan society and bring hope to a wounded nation.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W06899

The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo

A film by Lisa F. Jackson

2007, 76 minutes, Color, DVD, French, Swahili, Lingala, Mashi, Subtitled

Winner of the Sundance Special Jury Prize in Documentary and the inspiration for a 2008 U.N. Resolution classifying rape as a weapon of war, this film, shot in the war zones of the Democratic Republic of Congo, shatters the silence that surrounds the use of sexual violence as a weapon of conflict. Tens of thousands of women and girls have been systematically kidnapped, raped, mutilated and tortured by soldiers from both foreign militias and the Congolese army. A survivor of gang rape herself, Lisa F. Jackson travels through the DRC to understand what is happening and why.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W09930
Iron Ladies of Liberia

A film by Siatta Scott Johnson and Daniel Junge, Produced by Henry Ansbacher & Jonathan Stack

2007, 77 minutes, Color, DVD, Liberian English, Subtitled

After surviving a 14-year civil war and a government riddled with corruption, Liberia is ready for change. On January 16, 2006, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was inaugurated President – the first freely elected female head of state in Africa. Having won a hotly contested election with the overwhelming support of women across Liberia, Sirleaf faces the daunting task of lifting her country from debt and devastation. She turns to a remarkable team of women, appointing them in positions such as police chief, finance minister, minister of justice, commerce minister and minister of gender.
Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W09941
Warrior Marks

A film by Pratibha Parmar

Executive produced by Alice Walker

England, 1993, 54 minutes, Color, VHS/16mm/DVD

Order No. W99220

WARRIOR MARKS is a poetic and political film about female genital mutilation from the director of A PLACE OF RAGE, presented by the Pulitzer Prize winning author of THE COLOR PURPLE and POSSESSING THE SECRET OF JOY. Female genital mutilation affects one hundred million of the world’s women and this remarkable film unlocks some of the cultural and political complex-ities surrounding this issue. Interviews with women from Senegal, Gambia, Burkino Faso, the United States and England who are concerned with and affected by genital mutilation are intercut with Walker’s own personal reflections on the subject.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W09941
They Call Me Muslim

A film by Diana Ferrero

Italy/France/Iran, 2006, 27 minutes, Color, VHS/DVD, French/Farsi, Subtitled

In popular Western imagination, a Muslim woman in a veil – or hijab – is a symbol of Islamic oppression. But what does it mean for women’s freedom when a democratic country forbids the wearing of the veil? In this provocative documentary, filmmaker Diana Ferrero portrays the struggle of two women – one in France and one in Iran – to express themselves freely.

Available from Women Make Movies at $89.00 for K-12; Order No. W07916
