THE MONTESSORI METHOD
The Montessori Method is way of seeing children as they really are and of creating environments which foster the fulfillment of their highest potential - spiritual, emotional, physical, and intellectual.
The role of the teacher is to watch over the child’s environment. The teacher's role of observation sometimes includes lessons with children, to resolve misbehavior or to show how to use the various self-teaching materials that are provided in the environment for the children's free use.
MONTESSORI CONCEPTS
· Freedom for self-directed learning: the child independently chooses her own activities. 
· Planes of development
· 1st plane (0-6 years): the child develops basic mental order and learns through physical senses. 
· 2nd plane (6-12 years): the child develops through imagination and through social interactions with others, as well as learns through abstract reasoning. 
· Prepared environment: a range of physical objects are easily accessible for the child to stimulate her natural instincts and interests for self-directed learning.
· Observation and in-direct teaching: The teacher's role is to observe the child engaged in activities that follow her own natural interests. The teacher resolves misbehavior by refocusing the child to some positive activity, rather than engaging in the ordinary system of rewards and punishments.
· Normalization: In the first plane, the child experiences a fundamental shift from inattention and fantasy to self-discipline, independence, and love of order.
· Absorbent mind: Young children (aged 0-6) have an absorbent mind which naturally incorporates experiences in the environment directly into its whole basic character and personality for life.
· Work, not play: the child’s normal activity is attached to reality in the present moment, rather than idle play through such means as toys and fantasy.
· Multi-age grouping: Children learn from each other in a spontaneous manner that supports their independent self-directed activity. The ordinary Montessori classroom therefore consists of a mixed-aged group, such as 3–6 years old and 6–12 years old.
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